Dear Parents:

The sense of Community and always being welcome at Holly Pond School is one of the
strengths of our program. We have always encouraged parents to volunteer at Holly Pond
School. However the safety and security of your children while they are here at the Darien
YMCA and Holly Pond School is our utmost priority. We take student and staff safety very
seriously at the Y and at Holly Pond Nursery School and have invested significantly in updating
and improving our security systems. The Y and our school are equipped with cameras, key
pad entry and other modern fire & safety security equipment. Access into HPNS is tightly
controlled.

Both the Main Entrance and both entrances off the Lobby have key pads on the

doors. We ask that you DO NOT share the codes with your children or
anyone else who is not picking up your child. | cannot stress how
important it is to not teach your children the codes.

The codes for the outside Main Entrance of Holly Pond School, the back door to the
playground and the entrance for the Community Room will be 1004*. The code for the
entrance to the school from the lobby will be 95704##. Again, it is very important that you do
not give the code to strangers or allow them to enter the building with you. We will not open
the doors of the school for ANYONE who is standing and waiting to get in. Please do
not ask my staff to let you into the school as they will not open the doors. My staff does
not know all the people picking up your children. Opening the doors for anyone
knocking could allow a stranger to enter the school. Please keep the school codes with
you or give them to anyone who is picking up your children.

The main school doors will be locked for both drop off and pick up. You will need to use the
above referenced code to drop off or pick up your child. The only time the doors will be open
is if we do drop off at the front door due to in climate weather where a staff member will meet
the drop off children at the door. After drop off the doors will again be locked so you will need
to use the code to enter for pick up.

The Darien Police Department has a assigned each school a School Liaison Officer. This
position was created to enhance security and to establish a positive police presence in our
local schools. Our officer is Elizabeth Dilorio. She chose to work with the local preschool
programs, as she feels that forging a strong bond with children in their preschool years can
only help create a solid foundation between the youth and the police department as they grow
up within our community. She will from time to time visit school. She will come dressed in her
uniform so | am sure you will all see her and get to meet her. Please do not hesitate to contact
me if you have any questions. Please be assured that your children’s safety is our utmost
concern. We will take all measures necessary to ensure their safety while at Holly Pond
School and the Darien YMCA.

April



